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Series Update
children when she discovered a lump in her 
breast that turned out to be a sign of a stage 
4 cancer that quickly spread to her lymph 
nodes, and then her brain and bones. Film-
maker Jay Lyons’s documentary describes 
Kara’s valiant fight to “live love large” by 
sharing her suffering with others. Turning 
her parenting blog into a chronicle of her 
cancer journey, Kara says that “suffering 
isn’t a mistake.” She recounts her struggle 
to remain physically intimate with her 
husband, the futility of being angry with 
God, and her decision to end treatment and 
enter hospice care. Sometimes her counsel is 
unwelcome, and her attempt to reach out to 
a woman with a terminal brain tumor who 
is contemplating suicide is rebuffed. The 
film follows her plateaus, bursts of energy, 
inevitable hair loss, slow physical decline, 
saying goodbyes, and dealing with her 
greatest regret—knowing that her children 
must grow up without her. She takes time to 
write a book, and is supported by friends, 
her church congregation, and allies she 
met on the Internet, notably author Ann 
Voskamp and TV’s Fixer Upper star Joanna 
Gaines. In interviews here, Kara, who died 
in 2015, admits that enduring pain isn’t 
easy, but that faith, an appreciation for 
simple things, and living each day fully can 
help turn illness into a blessing. Extras in-
clude additional interviews with Voskamp, 
Gaines, and quadriplegic Joni Eareckson 
Tada. Recommended. Aud: P. (S. Rees)

Moynihan 
(2018) 104 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features 
(avail. from most distributors).

Ambassador to India and the United 
Nations, author, and U.S. senator, Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan (1927-2003) was a man 
for all seasons. Patrician in speech and ap-
pearance, the Irish Moynihan was actually 
a product of New York City’s Hell’s Kitchen. 
Co-directed by Toby Perl Freilich and Jo-
seph Dorman, this documentary describes 
a man who inhabited two worlds, bridging 
academic thought and government. Moyni-
han’s recurrent theme was the culture of 
poverty and racism, and the critical need 
for jobs in urban America. Raised during 
the Depression, Moynihan was drawn to 
the idea of government activism after JFK 
was elected in 1960. Moynihan was always 
an idea man, but not an ideologue, and 
in a moment of rare bipartisanship, Presi-
dent Nixon asked him to be his domestic 
advisor (Nixon actually liked Moynihan, 
sharing the same hardscrabble upbringing). 
Alarmed by the rise of the black militant 
movement in the wake of the 1960s inner 
city riots, Moynihan courted controversy 
by urging “benign neglect” of some civil 
rights issues, but he later became disen-
chanted with Nixon’s “southern strategy” 
for re-election (which included fanning 
white grievances), and resigned. Moynihan 

again became a polarizing figure when 
he defended Israel in the United Nations, 
scorning claims of alleged racist brutali-
ty against Palestinians. Always a gadfly, 
Moynihan sought to raise big questions, 
using his education and caustic wit. As a 
senator he was ahead of his time on a wide 
range of issues, including global warming, 
international debt, the breakup of the Sovi-
et Union, and the rise of ethnic violence. A 
deal maker, Moynihan tried to work across 
the aisle, noting that contempt for govern-
ment would only result in contemptible 
government. With mostly admiring com-
mentary from George Will, Henry Kissinger, 
and Chuck Schumer, among others, this 
thoughtful tribute to a sadly missed public 
servant is recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

The Unimaginable Journey of Peter Ertel 
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(2017) 104 min. DVD: $95. DRA. Victory Films 
(avail. from www.peterertelfilm.com). PPR.

The subject of Joseph Cahn’s documenta-
ry is Peter Ertel, who was 96 years old when 
this film was shot. Ertel’s life odyssey is 
nothing short of astonishing: born in Ger-
many, he was conscripted into Hitler’s army 
despite being a self-proclaimed pacifist and 
a sarcastic critic of the Nazi philosophy. 
He survived the military battles on the 
Russian front, rising to the role of platoon 
leader. Returning to Germany, Ertel sought 
to escape the war by surrendering himself 
to American forces. He was transferred 
as a prisoner of war to the U.S. and sent 
to a camp in Alabama where he learned 
English. After the war, Ertel was recruited 
by the State Department and returned to 
Germany to work with the occupying forces 
in rebuilding the country. He came back to 
the U.S. with his wife in 1953 and settled 
in Cleveland, where he took a job with a 
company owned by Orthodox Jews. Cahn 
weaves a compelling tapestry of historical 
footage and personal photographs to trace 
Ertel’s biography, but the key is having Er-
tel as the on-camera narrator—Ertel is an 
excellent raconteur who tells a provocative 
and emotionally enriching life story. Highly 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

The following titles are new additions 
to series previously recommended. Titles 
are available from most distributors 
unless otherwise noted.

Shout! Factory has 
released Sesame Street: 
Awesome Alphabet 
Collection (130 min., 
DVD: $14.98), starring 
Elmo, Abby Cadab-
by, and other Sesame 
Street pals in an alpha-
bet-themed compilation covering all 26 
letters that features celebrity appearanc-
es by Norah Jones, Pharrell Williams, 
Maya Angelou, Sheryl Crow, and Ricky 
Gervais. See review of Sesame Street: Be 
a Good Sport in VL-5/14.

PBS Home Video has released The 
Berenstain Bears: It’s Time for School! 
(80 min., DVD: $6.99), featuring char-
acters from Stan and Jan Berenstain’s 
lovable Bear family series as they learn 
about school. See review of The Beren-
stain Bears Christmas Tree in VL-11/08.

The PAW Patrol explores new terri-
tory in PAW Patrol: Jungle Rescues 
(96 min., DVD: $14.99), the newest title 
from Paramount and Nickelodeon’s com-
puter-animated series following puppy 
patrollers Marshall, Chase, Zuma, Skye, 
Rubble, and Rocky. See review of PAW 
Patrol in VL-7/14.

Newly available from S’more Enter-
tainment is The Dick Cavett Show—
Baseball’s Greatest Hits: Pitchers (390 
min. DVD: 3 discs, $29.95), in which 
the legendary host converses with Ma-
jor League Baseball pitchers including 
Whitey Ford, Dizzy Dean, and Satchel 
Paige, as well as guests such as Mickey 
Mantle, Paul Simon, and Salvador Dali. 
See review of Dick Cavett’s Vietnam in 
VL-11/15.

Hosted by Harvard 
professor Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr., Finding Your 
Roots: Season 5 (600 
min., DVD: 3 discs, 
$39.99), the 2019 fifth 
season of PBS’s genea-
logical series, explores 
the family trees of no-
tables including Christiane Amanpour, 
Lisa Ling, George R.R. Martin, Kehinde 
Wiley, and Kal Penn. See review of Find-
ing Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 
in VL Online-11/12.

Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews 
during July and August, including: An-
ote’s Ark, A Bold Peace, George Carlin: 40 
Years of Comedy, Insha’Allah Democracy, 
Marcos Doesn’t Live Here Anymore, Our 
Africa, Pluto and Beyond, Reinventing Ro-
salee, Tip of My Tongue, To Err Is Human, 
The Toys That Made Us, Unfinished Plan: 
The Path of Alain Johannes, Vitch, and 
much more!


